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UNAPPROVED minutes

2. New Interdisciplinary Minor in Andean and Amazonian Studies 

A. Overview by Larry Krissek:

· The Interdisciplinary Initiatives Subcommittee considered the proposal for a new Interdisciplinary Minor in Andean and Amazonian Studies at its meetings of 27 October, 3 November, and 1 December 2009.  Jessica Mercerhill provided background about the development of this proposal at the meetings of 27 October and 3 November.  

· Subsequent discussion by the Subcommittee concentrated on three topics: 

1) questions about the language “prerequisites” for the proposed minor.  Will these limit student access to the proposed minor?  How enforceable is the designation of a minor in Spanish or Portuguese as one way to meet the language “prerequisite” for the proposed minor?; 

2) questions about “hidden prerequisites” within the proposed minor.  For example, how would a student not majoring in Spanish or Portuguese be able to complete this minor?; and 

3) miscellaneous questions about specific courses within the proposed minor (e.g., independent studies and special topics courses).

· As proposed, the Andean and Amazonian Studies Minor would require completion of at least 25 credit hours; these include:

1) two required 5-credit courses (History 368.02: Native American Peoples of the Andes and Spanish 332: Introduction to Andean and Amazonian Cultures);

2) at least 10 additional credits from a list of “core courses”, defined as courses having a minimum of 75% content on the Andean and Amazonian region; and

3) the remaining credits from a list of “elective courses”, defined as courses having a minimum of 25% content in the Andean and Amazonian region.

· The “core courses” include courses from AEDE, International Studies, Political Science, Quechua, and Spanish.  The “elective courses” include courses from AEDE, Anthropology, Geography, History, International Studies, Political Science, Portuguese, and Spanish.  Students can petition to use courses such as special topics, group studies, independent study, and courses completed through Study Abroad on the minor.

· In response to questions from the Interdisciplinary Initiatives Subcommittee, the proposal committee:

1) indicated that the language “prerequisite” (i.e., 10 credit hours in Spanish, Portuguese, or Quechua at the 200-level or above, or completion of a minor in Spanish or Portuguese) should not limit access among the expected clientele for this minor (i.e., students in Spanish, Portuguese, International Studies, History, Anthropology, Geography, Political Science). The proposers realize that strict enforcement of this prerequisite – and particularly prior completion of a minor in Spanish or Portuguese – is not possible, and indicated that this prerequisite will be used to help students understand the level of language knowledge that is preferred to successfully complete the proposed minor.  The Subcommittee was satisfied with this explanation, but suggested that the name of this component be changed from “Prerequisite” to “Suggested Preparation for the Minor”;

2) provided a list of “core courses” and “elective courses” within the proposed minor that do not have Spanish 450 as a prerequisite.  This is an extensive list, and indicates that a range of courses would be accessible to a student who is not majoring in Spanish or Portuguese;

3) removed various group studies and special topics courses from the lists of “core courses” and “elective courses”.  These courses are now mentioned separately, with the note that any group studies or special topics course must be approved by an advisor in order to count toward the proposed minor.

· Following discussion of these responses from the proposal committee, the Interdisciplinary Initiatives Subcommittee voted unanimously to approve the proposed Interdisciplinary Minor in Andean and Amazonian Studies.  As a result, that proposal is being moved to the CCI for its consideration. 

· Comment by V. Williams: Problem with Spanish/Portuguese 332: you can’t cross list course within same dept. (It will be Spanish 332.)

B. Guests (Carol Robison & Fernando Unzueta): 

· CR: The minor is primarily an articulation between undergraduate program and new MA that is being created. A person could start with minor and continue on with the MA. Demand for minor: Quechua was started this fall. Beginning enrollment: 21 (high number relative to peer institutions).  Quechua and Portuguese are priority languages for US government in Latin America. 

· FU: This program allows interdisciplinary work not possible in SPPO.

· V. Williams: Reminds there needs to be an ASC minor sheet. KH: Yes.

· Program will go to SPPA.

Letter of subcommittee serves as motion to approve, 2nd Huffman, unanimously approved

CCI Interdisciplinary Initiatives Subcommittee

UNAPPROVED Minutes, November 3, 2009
1. Returning: Andean and Amazonian Studies Minor Proposal

A. Background: 

· 2 items have been added to the proposal: 

· Answers to 5 questions (re: enforcing prereqs, History 368.02, Geography 693, study abroad language, hidden prereqs)  

· List of courses with Spanish 450 as prereq and list of courses that do not have that course as prereq. List shows that student can complete minor without Spanish background. 

B. Discussion: 

· Question 1 of the 5 questions. If there is no way to enforce the prereq, it is not really a rereq. Suggestion: Change language to “suggested preparation for minor.”

· Q: Was FCOB approached? A: They were sent a concurrence request & did not respond.

· If other units hear of this minor and want to add their courses, that’s OK.

Soundarajan, 2nd Huffman, unanimously approved
CCI Interdisciplinary Initiatives Subcommittee

Approved Minutes, November 3, 2009
1. Proposal for an Interdisciplinary Minor in Andean & Amazonian Studies 
A. Concern discussed last week: 

· Does strong emphasis on languages limit access to students? Other member had concern about minor in Spanish or Portuguese being one of the prerequisites. Would it be possible for students to finish language minor as they are also completing the minor in Andean & Amazonian Studies?

· Truth in advertising: Perhaps we should say this minor has a minimum of 30ish hours and part of this is language requirement. On the other hand, this might discourage students.

· GEC’s can double-count in minors.

· Problem: Making the language courses part of the minor rather than a prerequisite means that Spanish majors, for example, could not count some courses for both minor and major.

· Ask initiating committee to give their thinking about a plan for enforcing the prerequisites. J. Mercerhill already made committee aware that minors are often declared just before graduation and so enforcing prerequisites will be difficult. Apart from that the subcommittee is very supportive.

· Same prerequisites as International Studies Latin American major.

B. Draft that subcommittee is looking at does not specify how many core courses vs. how many electives need to be taken. A: An updated version specifies that students need to take 10 hours of core courses and 5 hours of electives. 

C. List of core courses also includes History 368.02. This is also a required course: it should not be in core course list.
D. Geography 693 (Independent Studies) is in electives list. This course can only be taken if adviser in minor signs off on this. Perhaps Geography 693 should be taken out of list of electives and only allowed when student petitions for it. Put course under “special topics.” We should also include group studies in the “special topics” list.

E. Because minors require 25 hours, min of 20 hours need to be above 100-level course.

F. The study abroad paragraph should be more explicit. Does not say that study abroad experience can count toward some of the courses. Most of them do not have anything to do with the minor. Paragraph is not necessary. A general statement about study abroad experiences being available would be more useful.

G. Comment about appendix C: Program Concurrences: p. 13: Political Science 740 should not be in core courses list as it is a graduate course. A: This is also an oversight that has already been corrected in the updated version of the proposal.

H. Ask that committee provide two full lists of all the hidden prerequisites: one for a student coming from a language department and one from a non-language department. (Spanish 450 is mentioned as prerequisite for several courses in Appendix B.) 

I. p. 5: “Advising will be done by departmental advisors, in conjunction with Arts and Sciences advisors, as well as participating faculty.” Subcommittee would like courses like Geography 693 and x94s to be OK’d by faculty. This needs to be specified on minor sheet. 

Sent back (see feedback in bold)

CCI Interdisciplinary Initiatives Subcommittee

Approved Minutes, Tuesday, October 27, 2009
1. Proposal for an Interdisciplinary Minor in Andean & Amazonian Studies 

· Terry Gustafson, Rebecca Harvey, and Kate Hallihan had concern about the number of prerequisites.

· Required, core, elective courses are separated but proposal does not say how many core courses and elective courses students need to take. 

· Core courses: if the class a student takes is less than 75% focused on the Andean & Amazonian region, does student not have this course counted? No: those courses have already been pre-selected.

· Odd: you must complete minor in Spanish or Portuguese as one of the prerequisites. Other members think it is OK because it’s just one possibility among several ways to fulfill the prerequisite.

· Big emphasis on languages in this proposal. Are we shutting students out?

· Other comment: language courses could actually be a channel into this minor.

· Problem: there are 100-level courses in list of electives. ASC minors would have to take additional courses since 100-level courses usually do not count toward the minor.

· This discussion will be continued next meeting (11-03-09)

